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    BROWN COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
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The adjourned meeting of the members of the Brown County Board convened April 8, 

2024 at 7:00 p.m. at the Brown County Courthouse. Said meeting being adjourned from the 

Annual meeting held in September, 2023.  The meeting was called to order by Sheriff Justin 

Oliver, with the Honorable David Ferrill, Chairman of the Board, presiding. 

 
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

 INVOCATION:   Board member, Bob Willis, gave the invocation. 
 

ROLL CALL:  David Ferrill, present; Jed Parn, present; Courtney Garfield, absent; Bob Willis, 

present; Mark Yingling, absent; Bill Pherigo, present; Karl Groesch, present. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  MOTION by Groesch, second by Parn, to approve the minutes 

of the March meeting with changes. 
 

  ROLL CALL: Groesch; yes, Parn; yes, Garfield; absent, Willis; abstain; Yingling; absent, 
Pherigo; yes.  Motion carried. 

  

PUBLIC COMMENT: N/A 

  
 LITTLE CREEK DRAINAGE DISTRICT: Chairman, Dave Ferrill, addressed the board for 

Mark Yingling, who was absent. Mr. Ferrill stated that all permits had been filed and work will be starting 

soon. The goal is to be finished with work by the fall of this year.  

  

 BUDGET AMENDMENT: MOTION by Pherigo, second by Parn, to approve the Budget 

Amendment for Public Health: increase Covid Income line item from $0 to $15,000 and increase Clinical 
Supplies line item from $25,000 to $40,000.  

 

   ROLL CALL: Pherigo, yes; Groesch, yes; Parn, yes; Garfield, absent; Willis, yes; Yingling, 
absent. Motion carried. 

 

  POSTAGE METER: RENEWAL LEASE: Walz sent an email to the County Clerk regarding 

the current postage meter and that as of June 1, 2024 the current meter will no longer be in compliance 
with USPS. The Clerk had received several quotes on various meters and presented them to the Board.  

 

 POSTAGE METER: MOTION by Parn, second by Willis, to approve the lease of the IX5 
postage meter for 60 months at $155.48 per month. 
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 ROLL CALL: Parn, yes; Garfield, absent; Willis, yes; Yingling, absent; Pherigo, yes; Groesch, 

yes. Motion carried. 

  
 COUNTY HIGHWAY ENGINEER TERM: Chairman, Dave Ferrill, informed the Board that, 

Chris Johnson, the current County engineer’s 6-year term will be coming up soon and that the Highway 

Committee met to discuss with him his new contract and salary. The State of Illinois will re-imburse the 
County 50% of the engineer’s salary if the current salary is 60% of IDOT’s minimum recommended 

salary. Currently the engineer is shared with Pike County and costs are split between the two counties. 

Brown County provides the truck and Pike provides the upkeep for it. Brown County also has paid Pike 
County $1000.00 for office space, cell phone, etc. and that amount has been proposed to change to 

$1200.00. The Highway Committee will meet with the Pike County Board next Wednesday to discuss the 

proposed salary and finalized details after the meeting.  

 

 NATIONAL SHERIFF INSTITUTE EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP: FBI ACADEMY 

TRAINING: Sheriff Oliver informed the Board that he had been invited to attend the FBI Leadership 

Academy in May. All expenses will be paid so there will be no cost for the County for him to attend. The 
training will be held May 5-10th.  

 

 COUNTY HIGHWAY SALT SHED: Brad Smith addressed the board regarding the new salt 
shed that is to be built at the Highway Department. Mr. Smith had applied for a grant and was approved 

for $142,000 to build the shed. The county had received four bids and the winning bid was to B&B out of 

Camp Point, Illinois for $136,000.  

 
 SALT SHED BID: MOTION by Groesch, second by Pherigo to accept the bid of $136,000 to 

B&B to build the salt shed.  

 
 ROLL CALL: Groesch, yes; Parn, yes; Garfield, absent; Willis, yes; Yingling, absent; Pherigo, 

yes. Motion carried.  

 

 DOG ISSUES: VERSAILLES: This item will be tabled until the May meeting.   
   

            OLD BUSINESS: Mike Yingling informed the board that he has several meetings set to discuss 

the budget process with the office heads or any county board members that would like to learn how the 
process takes place. Those will be held on Tuesdays during the month of April at his office.  

 

 Board member, Bob Willis, addressed the board to discuss the possibility of virtual meetings so 
that those that are not able to attend in person can still attend the meeting. Currently there is not a good 

way for this to be accomplished. Will investigate ways of this to be a possibility down the road. This will 

go on the May agenda for further discussion. Mr. Willis also discussed the minutes of closed session from 

previous meetings and that after 6 months he would like for those to be reviewed by the board. The clerk 
was asked to look into getting these to the board for discussion.  

  

 The board set a special meeting for April 18th at 5pm to discuss the setting of the Circuit Clerk 
salary.  

  

 NEW BUSINESS: N/A 
 
   

 



COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Highway:  N/A 

Finance: N/A 

Ambulance: N/A 

Sheriff:  N/A 
Civil Defense: N/A 

Sup. Of Assessments: N/A 

State’s Attorney:  N/A 
Treasurer:  N/A 

 

CLAIMS: MOTION by Parn, second by Groesch, to approve the claims against the following 
funds as presented by the respective committees: 

 

General                   Highway                            Engineering 

Equipment Rental     County Motor Fuel  Township Motor Fuel 

Civil Defense                     Recorders     GIS 

Sheriff Various Small Accounts     Township Bridge 
   

             
ROLL CALL:  Parn, yes; Garfield, absent; Willis, yes; Yingling, absent; Pherigo, yes; Groesch, 

yes.          Motion carried.  

  
 CLOSED SESSION: MOTION by Pherigo, second by Parn to go into closed session at 7:20 

P.M. 

 

 ROLL CALL:  Parn, yes; Garfield, absent; Willis, yes; Yingling, absent; Pherigo, yes; Groesch, 
yes.  Motion carried.  

 

 MOTION by Willis, second by Pherigo to return to open session at 7:43 P.M.  
 

 ROLL CALL: Willis, yes; Yingling, absent; Pherigo, yes; Groesch, yes; Parn, yes; Garfield, 

absent. Motion carried.  
  

 CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS: N/A 

 

CLOSING:   MOTION by Parn, second by Groesch, to adjourn until Monday, May 13th, 2024, 

at the Brown County Courthouse at 7:00 P.M. 
 

ROLL CALL:   Parn, yes; Garfield, absent; Willis, yes; Yingling, absent; Pherigo, yes; Groesch, yes.   

Motion carried.  
 

 MEETING ADJOURNED.  (7:58 P.M)                                                                                

        
Respectfully, 

 

 

           Jenny Welty  
                               Clerk of the Board 
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