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      COUNTY BOARD PROCEEDINGS 
    BROWN COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

   June 9, 2025 
 

             The adjourned meeting of the members of the Brown County Board convened June 9, 2025 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Brown County Courthouse. Said meeting being adjourned from the Annual meeting held in 
September, 2024.  The meeting was called to order by Sheriff, Justin Oliver, with the Honorable David Ferrill, 
Chairman of the Board, presiding. 
                                                         
​ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
​ INVOCATION:  Mark Yingling, gave the invocation. 
 

ROLL CALL:  David Ferrill, present; Ethan Koch, present; Rob Akright, present; Bob Willis, present; Mark 
Yingling, present; Mick Myers, present; Karl Groesch, present. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  MOTION by Willis, second by Yingling, to approve the minutes of the May 

meeting as presented or with changes. 
 

 ​ ROLL CALL: Willis, yes; Yingling, yes; Myers, yes; Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Akright, yes. Motion carried. 
​  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  N/A 
 

​ LITTLE CREEK DRAINAGE DISTRICT:  N/A 
 
​ MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING: WEST CENTRAL MASS TRANSIT DISTRICT: Debra 
Walters with West Central Mass Transit appeared before the board to speak with them on what the transit district offers to 
the County. The transit district provides bus service for six counties, Cass, Pike, Morgan, Brown, Schuyler, and Scott. Ms. 
Walters presented a Memorandum of Understanding that would be between the County and the West Central Mass Transit 
stating that if a disaster would be declared for the County, they would provide bus service to transport citizens to an 
alternate location at no cost to the County.  
​  
​ MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (WEST CENTRAL MASS TRANSIT DISTRICT: MOTION 
by Myers, second by Groesch, to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for the West Central Mass Transit District 
as presented.  
 
​ ROLL CALL: Myers, yes; Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Akright, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, yes. Motion carried.  
 
​ 2024 BROWN COUNTY AUDIT: Auditor, Lori Milosevich, with Capital Accounting & Audit presented the 
board with the 2024 audit for the county. She discussed several aspects of the audit and stated that she found no issues or 
findings with how the offices are handling the accounts.  
 
​ 2024 BROWN COUNTY AUDIT: MOTION by Myers, second by Akright, to approve the 2024 audit for the 
County of Brown as presented. 
 
​ ROLL CALL: Myers, yes; Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Akright, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, yes. Motion carried.   



 
​ BROWN COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH BOARD APPOINTMENT: MOTION by Myers, second by Koch, to 
approve the appointment of Sharon Teefey, Richard Young, and Susie Woodward to the Public Health Board for a three 
-year term ending July 1, 2028. 
 
​ ROLL CALL: Myes, yes; Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Akright, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, yes. Motion carried.   
 
​ BROWN COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH BOARD APPOINTMENT: MOTION by Myers, second by Koch, 
to approve the appointment of John Miley and Susan Woodward to the Mental Health Board for a four-year term ending 
June 30, 2029. 
 
​ ROLL CALL: Myers, yes; Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Akright, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, yes. Motion carried.  
 
​ FY25 FALL RECRUITMENT & RETENTION GRANT: Sheriff Oliver informed the board that he had 
applied for a grant and was approved. His office was awarded $60,000 and will be 100% funded upfront. He is planning 
on paying his full- time employees $5,000 bonus for the next two years. The main goal for this grant was to help with the 
retention of employees for the Sheriff’s Department.  
 
​ SEMI-ANNUAL REPORTS FOR SHERIFF, COUNTY CLERK AND TREASURER: MOTION by 
Groesch, second by Yingling to approve the semi-annual reports for the Sheriff, County Clerk and Treasurer as presented.  
​ ​  
​ ROLL CALL: Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Akright, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, yes; Myers, yes. Motion carried.  
​   

OLD BUSINESS: Mark Yingling informed the board that he received notice from the solar farm in Versailles 
that there will be a minor change in the original plans that were submitted. Once built they will provide an updated plan. 
The farm is being built on Jeff and Lisha Hall’s property and still has about 1 ½ years before completion. Bob Willis had 
looked into the extension contract for utilities at the Courthouse. Currently those are at .11 cents with the new 24-month 
contract it would increase to .14 cents. If the board would decide to let the rate go back to the default, the rate would be 
.12 cents currently, but in June there would be an increase of .14 cents. The board at this time has decided to wait and see 
what will happen in the fall and then discuss which avenue they want to go then. Ethan Koch stated that the Tracy Family 
Foundation is looking at current property in the county that might be a good fit for a new housing development. He asked 
the board for permission to suggest the County farm as a possibility.  

 
NEW BUSINESS:  Chairman Ferrill informed the board that he had received several calls regarding a list that 

was released regarding the Sanctuary Counties in Illinois. Currently there are six counties that are not Sanctuary Counties 
and Brown County is one of them. The board felt that there was no resolution done and felt that the county did not have 
the capability to handle if there were a large number of immigrants brought to the County.   
  
 ​ COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Highway:  N/A  
Finance: N/A 
Ambulance: N/A  
Sheriff:  N/A   
Civil Defense: N/A 
Sup. Of Assessments: N/A 
State’s Attorney:  N/A 
Treasurer:  N/A 
Insurance: N/A  
Elections: N/A 
 
CLAIMS: MOTION by Groesch, second by Yingling, to approve the claims against the following funds as 

presented by the respective committees and additional bills from the Sheriff Department:  
 
General​​                  Highway​                            Engineering          
Equipment Rental​    Ambulance                               GIS 
Civil Defense                     Recorders ​ ​ ​  Co. Motor Fuel 
Sheriff Asset Forf.             Co. Bridge​ ​ ​ Twp. Bridge​  



Twp Motor Fuel​   Highway Construction             Tort Judgment 
 ​             

ROLL CALL:  Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Akright, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, yes; Myers, yes. Motion carried.  
 
CLOSED SESSION: MOTION by Willis, second by Akright, to go into closed session at 8:08 P.M.  
 
ROLL CALL: Willis, yes; Yingling, yes; Myers, yes; Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Akright, yes. Motion carried. 
 
OPEN SESSION: MOTION: by Myers, second by Yingling, to return to open session at 8:25 P.M. 
 
ROLL CALL: Myers, yes; Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Akright, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, yes. Motion carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS: Informed the board of the upcoming meeting in July and it will be on the 14th. 
Also thanked all the office holders for their continued hard work.  

 
​ CLOSING: MOTION by Myers, second by Koch, to adjourn until Monday, July 14, 2025, at the Brown County 
Courthouse at 7:00 P.M. 
 
             ROLL CALL: Myers, yes; Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Akright, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, yes. Motion carried.    
 
​ MEETING ADJOURNED.  (8:26 P.M)                                                      ​                          
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Respectfully, 
 
 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ​     Jenny Welty  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​                           Clerk of the Board 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   
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