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      COUNTY BOARD PROCEEDINGS 

    BROWN COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

                                                                            August 12, 2024 

 

The adjourned meeting of the members of the Brown County Board convened August 12th, 2024 at 7:00 

p.m. at the Brown County Courthouse. Said meeting being adjourned from the Annual meeting held in 

September, 2023.  The meeting was called to order by Sheriff Justin Oliver, with the Honorable David Ferrill, 

Chairman of the Board, presiding. 

 
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

 INVOCATION:   Board member, Bob Willis, gave the invocation. 
 

ROLL CALL:  David Ferrill, present; Courtney Garfield, present; Bob Willis, present; Mark Yingling, present;   

Bill Pherigo, present; Karl Groesch, present. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  MOTION by Garfield, second by Willis , to approve the minutes of the July 

meeting as presented. 
 

  ROLL CALL: Garfield, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, yes; Pherigo, yes; Groesch, yes.  Motion carried. 

  

PUBLIC COMMENT: Jed Parn, Republican Committee Chairman, read a letter to the board regarding the 

Committee’s suggested appointment to the County Board. Eric Schenk and Ethan Koch also addressed the board 
regarding their qualifications to the appointment of the County Board. Board member, Bill Pherigo, asked both candidates 

several questions before the votes were taken for the new appointment.  

 

COUNTY BOARD APPOINTMENT: Eric Schenk is appointed to fill the vacant seat on the Brown County 
Board.  

APPOINTMENT TO OPEN BOARD SEAT: MOTION by Garfield, second by Willis, to approve the 

appointment to a term of 2 years ending November 30, 2026 to the Brown County Board.  
ROLL CALL: Garfield, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, no; Pherigo, no; Groesch, no. Motion denied. 

 

COUNTY BOARD APPOINTMENT: Ethan Koch is appointed to fill the vacant seat on the Brown County 
Board.  

APPOINTMENT TO OPEN BOARD SEAT: MOTION by Yingling, second by Pherigo to approve the 

appointment to a term of 2 years ending November 30, 2026 to the Brown County Board.  

ROLL CALL: Yingling, yes; Pherigo, yes; Groesch, yes; Garfield, yes; Willis, no. Motion carried.  
 

APPOINTMENT TO AMBULANCE/CIVIL DEFENSE & BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE: 

Chairman Dave Ferrill suggested Bob Willis to Chair of the building and grounds committee and Courtney Garfield to 
Chair of the Ambulance/Civil Defense committee. New board member Ethan Koch will serve on both committees.  

  
 LITTLE CREEK DRAINAGE DISTRICT:  N/A 

 

  

 

 .  
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 VERSAILLES SOLAR FARM PERMIT: Connor Sayles spoke to the board regarding the proposed solar farm 
that would like to be built on Steve and Lisha Hall’s land. Currently there are 15 projects in the State of Illinois with 5 

being completed as of August. The solar farm is expected to distribute energy to approximately 5,000 households. Mr. 

Sayles stated they are currently working with Ameren on this project along with several County entities to make sure all 

permits and such are taken care of. The board will look into the permit further and discuss with the County’s attorney to 
clarify any questions/concerns that the board might have before proceeding with the permit.   

 

 HIGHWAY ENGINEER SALARY: FORM 9220: This was an additional form that the State of Illinois asked 
be completed and submitted regarding the Highway Engineer Salary.   

  

HIGHWAY ENGINEER SALARY: MOTION by Groesch, second by Yingling, to approve the Highway 
Engineer Salary form 9220.  

ROLL CALL: Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Garfield, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, yes; Pherigo, yes. Motion carried.  

  

 HIGHWAY RESOLUTION: ENGINEER SALARY: There was a typo on the original form that was 
submitted to the State of Illinois for the Highway Engineer Salary, this form replaces the original form sent.  

 

 HIGHWAY RESOLUTION: MOTION by Yingling, second by Pherigo to approve the Highway Resolution 
regarding the Highway Engineer Salary. 

 ROLL CALL: Yingling, yes; Pherigo, yes; Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Garfield, yes; Willis, yes. Motion carried.  

 
 SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT: E-CITATION GRANT: Sheriff Oliver and Circuit Clerk, Rhonda Johnson, 

spoke to the board regarding the E-Citation grant that will be available in September. Currently for any citation that is 

written $10.00 goes into a separate fund. The software will cost approximately $8000 per year, with the grant those costs 

would be around $2000 per year. With this update of software, it would cut down time on hand writing citations and all 
the extra time that is spent with paper citations. According to the Sherrif that grant has been submitted as of the board 

meeting. Sheriff Oliver did state that he would need to purchase 5 or 6 printers for the Sheriff’s office vehicles and that 

cost would be $800 per printer.  
 

 WORKFORCE DEVELOPEMENT MONTH PROCLAMATION: MOTION by Pherigo, second by 

Garfield to proclaim the month of September 2024 as Workforce Development month in Brown County. 

 ROLL CALL: Pherigo, yes; Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Garfield, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, yes. Motion carried.  
 

 TWO RIVERS RC & D ASSESSMENT: MOTION by Willis, second by Groesch to approve the contribution 

of $200.00 to the Two Rivers RC & D Assessment for the year 2024.  
 ROLL CALL: Willis, yes; Yingling, yes; Pherigo, yes; Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Garfield, yes. Motion carried.  

 

 EVERBRIDGE: CURT HANNIG: Mr. Hannig presented to the County Board a quote from Everbridge 
regarding software that would provide push notifications to the County residents. A three -year contract would have to be 

signed with the cost of the first year being $5400.67 and year 2 and 3 being $5000.62. Currently he is using a free version 

of this system with roughly 300 to 400 residents taking advantage of this service. With the paid version it would require 

no sign up from residents and would notify not only residents but anyone that would be in the area. The Board asked Mr. 
Hannig to obtain further information on this software and it will be tabled until the next meeting.  

 

 LINE- ITEM TRANSFER: MOTION by Garfield, second by Yingling to approve the line-item transfer of 
$10,000 from the Highway Fund: fuel to hospital insurance to cover expenses.  

 ROLL CALL: Garfield, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, yes; Pherigo, yes; Groesch, yes; Koch, yes. Motion carried.  

 LINE-ITEM TRANSFER: MOTION by Garfield, second by Groesch to approve the line-item transfer of 
$8600.00 from General fund: Misc/Utilities & Repairs to Misc/Misc. to cover expenses.  

 ROLL CALL: Garfield, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, yes; Pherigo, yes; Groesch, yes; Koch, yes. Motion carried.  

  

 ARPA ORDINANCE: MOTION by Yingling, second by Pherigo, to approve the payment of $2275.77 to 
Power Services Company, LLC for the purpose of startup, labor, and materials for the generator at the Brown County 

Courthouse.  

 ROLL CALL: Yingling, yes; Pherigo, yes; Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Garfield, yes; Willis, abstain. Motion 
carried.  



 
 LATCF ORDINANCE: MOTION by Willis, second by Yingling, to approve the LATCF Ordinance to pay 

$25,760.00 to Kemner & Sons, Inc for the purpose of painting and minor repair to the exterior soffits of the Courthouse.    

  

 ROLL CALL: Willis, yes; Yingling, yes; Pherigo, yes; Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Garfield, yes. Motion carried.   
 

 COUNTY HEALTH INSURANCE RENEWAL: MOTION by Groesch, second by Garfield to approve the 

renewal of the County Health Insurance plan as presented.  
 

 ROLL CALL: Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Garfield, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, yes; Pherigo, yes. Motion carried.  

    
            OLD BUSINESS: Chairman Ferrill asked the County Clerk to notify Brenda with Two Rivers RC& D that Ethan 

Koch will replace Jed Parn on the board. Bill Pherigo stated that the finance committee will start the budget process and 

that actual figures will be entered the 1st part of September.  

  
 NEW BUSINESS:  N/A 
   

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Highway:  Oil and chip projects will be starting for the Townships soon according to Brad Smith.  

Finance: N/A 

Ambulance: N/A  

Sheriff:  N/A   

Civil Defense: N/A 

Sup. Of Assessments: N/A 
State’s Attorney:  N/A 

Treasurer:  N/A 

 
CLAIMS: MOTION by Pherigo, second by Groesch, to approve the claims against the following funds as 

presented by the respective committees: 
 

General                   Highway                            Engineering 

Equipment Rental     County Motor Fuel  Township Motor Fuel 
Civil Defense                     Recorders     GIS 

Sheriff Various Small Accounts     Ambulance 

Highway Construction        Sheriff Asset. Fort.   County Bridge 
   

             

ROLL CALL:  Pherigo, yes; Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Garfield, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, yes. Motion carried.   

  

 CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS: Mr. Ferrill reminded the board that next month’s meeting will be held on a 

Tuesday as it is the Annual meeting.  
CLOSING:   MOTION by Groesch, second by Yingling, to adjourn until Tuesday, September 10th, 2024, at 

the Brown County Courthouse at 7:00 P.M. 
 

ROLL CALL:   Groesch, yes; Koch, yes; Garfield, yes; Willis, yes; Yingling, yes; Pherigo, yes.  Motion carried.    
 

 MEETING ADJOURNED.  (8:49 P.M)                                                                                

        

Respectfully, 
 

 

           Jenny Welty  
                               Clerk of the Board 
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